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The University 
• 23,000 students & 3,500 staff

• 8,500 distance learners 

mainly taught postgraduate

• 3 Colleges –

• Social Sciences, Arts & Humanities 

• Medicine, Biological Sciences 

& Psychology

• Science & Engineering 



The David Wilson Library

• 1970s 

• Extended and re-modelled 2008 



Space the final frontier

Credit Wikipedia  for Tardis Photo



Our External Store

• History 

• Managing 

• Organising

• Sharing 

• Nearly Full?!

• Full!

• The Future? 



External Store - History

• Student residencies and alumni appeal

• Capacity (400,000 bks)

• Design, access and location

• Security, environment, shelving

• Furniture/equipment and other

• Cost versus benefit?

• Other costs?







Journals
Books/Gifts/ 

remaining space!

Books Journals

Books
Journals/Misc/ 

ELH/Museums

Books/Exam 

papers/archives

Books

Uni archives and 

Uni records

LM



Our store



Filling

• But it’s empty?!

• Relegation policy

• Spurs to filling

• Our special trollies

• Never to return?



Managing

Whose 

Store is 

it 

anyway?



Managing

• Guardians/Guards

• Leaks & temperature

• Visitors

• What’s the oddest thing stored or found?



Managing – the challenges

• As a building site

• The Gifts!

• Adding gifts 

to our collections

• Not having a store!

• Benefits –staging and collection point & 

good PR



Organisation

• Classification..well we started off with 

good intentions!



Organisation

• What were we thinking? (barcodes)

• What were we thinking? (superseded 

editions)

• Is everything on the 

catalogue?



Organisation

• What happens if you 

need to re-organise?

• The art of shuffling



• Retrieval Service 

• Service Standards

• External Users – number of items; move 

to the David Wilson Library

• Use in the Library only?



Sharing

DeMont.

EMUA

MACE



• Nearly full 

• Tinkering

• Alternatives

• Just say no?



“For nearly 70 years 

library material was 

acquired on the 

implicit assumption 

that it was for 

permanent 

retention”

1992 Position paper

The BIG

Picture

a 

Collections 

Policy



Policy not really change

Main 
Library

Stacks

Store



“The main changes 

relate to eBooks (eBook 

first policy for teaching -

subject to usability and 

other criteria being met), 

treatment of superseded 

student textbooks and 

clarification of policy on 

long term retention and 

disposal of items. ”

Ben Wynne, Deputy 

Director, June 2015

A

NEW 

Collections 

Policy



Going forward

The Small 

Detail –

systematic 

review of 

holdings 



Going forward

Dark Store???



Going forward

Return to 

sender???



Going forward
Where do legacy 

print collections 

sit with 

digitisation and 

Open Access and 

what is 

eCollection 

Management?

More than 

“replacing” print?

SCONUL

RLUK

JISC

COPAC



Will “space” be an issue in our Digital 

Library world?

Credit Wikipedia  for Tardis Photo



What other dark arts and conjuring 

tricks will we need in the future?



Questions? thanks to Design Services University of Leicester for photographs  and 

Dr Klaas Wiersema, from the Department of Physics and Astronomy

• My details Jo Aitkins – jua1@le.ac.uk


