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What problems are we trying to solve?

Libraries want to make data-driven decisions about the 
management of their [book] collections but the data that is 
currently available does not allow them to do this with confidence

Libraries want to ensure that researchers and learners have 
sustainable and convenient access to [digital] books but it is 
currently not obvious what is available or what could readily be 
made available



How are we going to solve these problems?
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What is a National Bibliographic Knowledgebase?
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1. To enable UK academic libraries to make cooperative collection management and development 
decisions with reference to the largest possible aggregation of UK library data

2. To help libraries rationalise their print stock and reduce their physical footprint through a better 
understanding of what is rare and what is common (and what is currently available and what is 
likely to remain available)

3. To contribute to the data flows that will make it easier (cheaper and more efficient) to discover, 
obtain and manage e-books

4. To support a national level framework for UK F/HE that clarifies rights and permissions to access 
scholarly digital materials (or where necessary it facilitates the lawful creation of digital copies 
of inaccessible print materials)

5. To support the discovery and delivery of the best quality and most persistently accessible digital 
version of scholarly materials wherever they are globally available

6. To allow any service provider (including Jisc) to integrate with or build more effective discovery, 
analysis and management tools/services on top of the most comprehensive, open and best 
quality aggregation of UK library data that it is possible to build

Six objectives of the Knowledgebase

Openness / Innovation

Data-driven strategy

Space Management

Better e-Book data

Digital Access (Licensing)

Digital Access (Discovery)
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How does this fit with the current situation?

<geek>
<geek>

<geek>

Global Service Provider

UK National Bibliographic 
Knowledgebase

Bibliographic 
Data Services

Researchers & 
Learners



What services might support and exploit the aggregation?
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What are we doing about digital access?
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A Wishlist of Digital Titles
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Some Questions for the Breakout Session …

1. If we want to have a coordinated distributed national collection –
what would our vision and mission statement be?

2. What is the most important function that a National Bibliographic 
Knowledgebase should provide?

3. Journals are easy: books are hard – should we keep them 
separate?

4. The National Bibliographic Knowledgebase is going to take a lot of 
time and effort to build. What might the biggest problems be?


