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What are Artists’ books?



Artists’ Books at Cardiff Met

• Collection established 2010

• Donations & purchases

• To date 192 catalogued titles published from 
1960 –

• Primarily a teaching collection

• Titles selected to show breadth of Artists’ 
Books genre



Benchmarking the collection

• Overlap analysis with other collections to:

– Assess rarity and uniqueness

– Inform collection development

– Gather data to support case for increased 
resources :-

• Physical space, storage, teaching, display

• Staff time – expose collection, cataloguing, social media



Why CCM Tools?

• Contains holdings of 3 of the 6  nationally 
important collections of Artists’ books

• Ease of use
– Upload .csv files for batch searching

– Stores search history enabling review/refresh 
results

– Export search results for analysis 

– Data visualisation tools 

– Can download brief MARC records



Methodology

• Advanced Repository search in Alma to create 
a set of records for Artists’ Books

• Export as .csv file

• Search CCM Tools using:

– Batch ISBN search 

– Keyword search for individual titles

– Deduplication not selected 



No De-duplication

• Useful for making a positive ID



Use MARC records to identify 



Results

• 31 (16%) of 192 titles not held in COPAC 
libraries

• Degree of overlap with noted national 
collections

• Collections complement each other i.e.

different titles by the same artist spread

across the UK



CCM Tools - Wish List

• Add more library holdings to COPAC to:-
– Create a truly national, comprehensive database
– Help expose collections
– Speed up CM projects

• Facilitate sharing of full MARC records for original cataloguing to:-
– Speed up cataloguing
– Share expertise

• Include archival records:-
– Some resources may reside in archives rather than libraries
– Further exposure of collections
– Truer picture of national holdings, especially Special Collections



Thank you


