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Drivers and Aims

Why?

• Prioritise retention, storage and disposal

• Identify unique and distinctive collections

How? 

• Categorise our collections according to their 

different values:

Heritage, Legacy, Self-Renewing, Finite



Heritage Collections: Findings



Legacy Collections: Methodology



Data Sources for Comparison

Online Reading 
Lists

• How our 
collections 
support/reflect 
teaching activity

LSE Research 
Online

• How our 
collections 
support/reflect 
research activity

Departmental 
Research 
Interests

• How our 
collections 
support/reflect 
research activity



Online Reading Lists Data Methodology

Talis All List Items (filtered)

Alma All Items (filtered)

Manual MMS ID matching

Deduplication

Record classmark, subject, total and 
single ORL items and main and 
course collection items



LSE Research Online Data Methodology

LSERO Advanced Search

Select LoC subclasses

Choose selected item types

Record classmark, subject, LSERO items 
and main and course collection items



Academic Research Interests

ASLs record research interests of staff

Departmental and merged lists created

Deduplication

LoC classmarks and subjects assigned

Compare to main/course collections



Main and Course Collections



Case Study of Main and Course 

Collections

Subclass Size

HD (Industries, Land Use, Labor) 1st

JN (Political Institutions, Europe) 9th

K (Law) 22nd

Q (Science), includes QA (Mathematics) 30th

R (Medicine), includes RA (Public Aspects of 

Medicine) 

32nd



Criteria

Whole Unique Rare
British 
Library

Loans (2y)

Date Language Imprint



Date (Pre-1950)



Date (1950-1999)



Date (2000-)



Language (English)



Language (Non-English)



Imprint (UK)



Imprint (Non-UK)



Online Reading Lists Data



Online Reading Lists Data



LSERO Data



LSERO Data



Academic Research Interests



Relationships Between Teaching 

and Research



Case Study of Unique and 

Distinctive Collections (UDCs)
UDC Topic Subclass Main and 

Reserve 

Collections

Online 

Reading Lists

LSERO Academic Research 

Interests

SciVal Worldwide Topic 

Prominence

Pressure groups JF 3703 218 161 0 50.653

LGBT+ equality 

and rights

HQ 18660 711 503 5 84.124

Women's 

equality and 

rights

HQ 18660 711 503 12 82.965

Peace-building JZ 3975 1486 443 4 87.768

European Union JN 17285 1018 265 15 96.318

Social inequality HM 12605 950 430 11 85.734

Work and 

employment

HD 66795 2830 1020 16 98.367

Nineteenth 

century socialism

HX 10128 56 156 0 71.573



Executive Summary

• Strength in the social sciences

• Collections that reflect LSE’s intellectual history

• Unique, rare and diverse collections

• Social sciences dominate teaching and research

• Interdisciplinary reading lists and teaching

• More ‘non-traditional’ teaching and research

• HD dominant by all measures

• Academic interest in UDCs



The Original LSE Prospectus 

(1896)



The Original LSE Prospectus 

(1896)



The Original LSE Prospectus 

(1896)


