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University and Research Libraries’ 

Collaborative Collection Management -
progress



SCURL’s Members
SCURL Business Committee
*Strategic Direction to SCURL 
Business Plan 2017-2019 
http://scurl.ac.uk/wp-
content/uploads/2017/01/SCURLStrategicPlan20172
019.pdf.

*A SCURL Director Chairs CCM
*Regular reports to Business 
Committee
*Regular liaison between Task & 
Finish Groups and Working 
Groups to BC
*Supported by SCURL Service 
Development Manager.
*Minutes of meetings shared on 
Box.

Sir Duncan Rice Library University of 
Aberdeen

http://scurl.ac.uk/wp-content/uploads/2017/01/SCURLStrategicPlan20172019.pdf


SCURL Collaborative Collection 
Management Group members

• 1 representative from each 
SCURL WG or T&F Group = 

> Metadata 
> Scottish Visual Arts 
> Rare Books in Scotland
> Disaster & Business Recovery
> Systems Librarians 
> Library Services Platform 
• National Library of Scotland 
• National Museums Scotland 
• Royal Botanic Garden 

Edinburgh.



Progress of CCM’s Activities

• Agreed & Endorsed by 
SCURL

• Last Scottish Print Copy
• http://scurl.ac.uk/wp-

content/uploads/2012/12/SCURLCCMLastScottishCopyJ
une2017.pdf

• Recommendations for 
Offering & Transferring 
General Material (non-
Special Collections.)

• http://scurl.ac.uk/wp-
content/uploads/2018/01/SCURLCCMProcRecAugust2017.do
cx

• Recommendations of Good 
Practice

Edinburgh 
University 
Main Library

Glasgow 
University Library

Glasgow Caledonian 
University

Robert Gordon 
University

http://scurl.ac.uk/wp-content/uploads/2012/12/SCURLCCMLastScottishCopyJune2017.pdf
http://scurl.ac.uk/wp-content/uploads/2018/01/SCURLCCMProcRecAugust2017.docx


In Progress (1)

• Overlap Study: 

• analyse a subset of 
medicine 

• list 200 monograph 
titles 

• printed after 1945.

• Challenge

 The tools to determine 
& manage the data 
(COPAC?) 

 conversion to a practical 
application

 framework of questions 
to use against 5 or 6 
SCURL libraries.

Abertay University 
Library

Edinburgh Napier 
University Library



In Progress (2)

• Collaborative Store
• 4 SCURL members require 

offsite storage asap
• Business Committee 

recommended: 
>Commission an 
evaluation of institutions’ 
costs currently storing off-
site 
>Make an economic case  

for a shared store
>Prepare for Tender

Florida’s Flare: academic 
libraries state-wide.
cms.uflib.ufl.edu/flare/Index.asp

:

x

CTLES France

SCURL’s Collaborative 
Academic Store For 
Scotland



Other SCURL Considerations to CM

5 Scottish Higher Education 
Digital Library (SHEDL) Groups

• Collaborative spend of 
>£10m pa on content:

• Journals

• Print books

• E-books

• Subscription Management

• Learning Content 

SHEDL Steering Group



Other Considerations to CM (2)

Library Refurbishments
• “Most of our books have gone into storage 

whilst Levels 3 & 4 are closed for refurbishment 
this summer. We do have a summer collection of 
Reading List items available to borrow on Level 2 

in the Creative Design Suite though.”

Practicalities



UK National Initiatives

• The challenges and 
opportunities remain

UKRR UK Research Reserve: a 
distributed national collection of 
journals: 
https://www.ukrr.ac.uk/

White Rose: Understanding 
collection overlap: 
http://blog.ccm.copac.jisc.ac.uk/20
17/09/20/white-rose-libraries-
understanding-collection-overlap/

COPAC and National Bibliographic 
Knowledge base 
https://www.oclc.org/en/news/releases/2017/20170
2sheffield.html

British Library’s scoping study for 
a Single Digital Presence in UK 
public libraries: https://www.bl.uk/press-
releases/2017/august/single-digital-presence-
announcement

ALDL of the NLS 
Copyright J.Young

https://www.ukrr.ac.uk/
http://blog.ccm.copac.jisc.ac.uk/2017/09/20/white-rose-libraries-understanding-collection-overlap/
https://www.oclc.org/en/news/releases/2017/201702sheffield.html
https://www.bl.uk/press-releases/2017/august/single-digital-presence-announcement


Prototype of Mack Library Restoration by Laurence 
McIntosh –
before 15th June 2018. Glasgow School of Art

Jill Evans.  SCURL Service Development Manager.


